KP1SODKS OF HIS CLOSING YEARS   409
virgin, of the sect, and indignantly denied the charges. 1 lowever, they had a rough and ready way of finishing disputes about chastity in those days. The woman's claim was disallowed by the obstetrix, und she thereupon confessed that the incredibly sordid legend was correct.1 This picture of the aged bishop taking a child of twelve, in presence of a large congregation, through details that go far below the deepest depths of our trials /;/ cttmcrti^ is omitted with great delicacy by the hagiographers. Hut I think it tells us something of Augustine pure as his intention was -no less than of his times.
One other experience of Augustine's with regard to the Manieheans seems to belong to this period. I le was one day horrified to discover that one ol his sub- deacons, an elderly man, was a Maniehee, and wan secretly propagating his faith. This Vietnrinus had been ordained at Ca'sarea, and had been admitted into Augustine's Clergy ;
1 Auf.mrinr'.;iv., /V //.*•»•<•»//•«», v. xlvi.; 'imfftlrt' \tih ol>ttetricf\t id t/tnJ t-nrt in-ffttttt, MUHI ilhij tut'/>initnutN ut'ltti, ut>i «./«•> iififn.hon a >tiM»>i)nrH./utn ^umtn»!'fnlnitu tniifnjtiriiitt stthsiei'iiitttr' | </,/ < unfit tfisJttm iManii /itt»i'iifn ft»< Aririttiittn |, ' inJit'tt-vit' A cci inli'tij1; d« Attj'.usfinr, thr l.itrj Mami'ljr.mi lirld that the clrinciils of light urn- l.u);r!y iui}iiiMiiirtl in irtrtittf itniwiilit atul lliry tri'tainly held tliat lijr.ht wa>, rrlf.i-.nl f'rtim anyfliiiif, wlirn it wa^ t-atcn by tin1 t'li-t't. I'liat wa*. a y,«nnl inunilarum tor « Ic^ciul, at leant.              51
